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July 15 -Marin Dinner Meeting  
Kim Kastl, EA, “Represen-
tation - A Perspective From 
Both Sides of the Desk” 

July 27  – Santa Rosa Lunch 
Meeting La Gare Restaurant  
Peter Lingane, EA 
“Converting to a Roth IRA: 
Beyond the Basics .” 

Aug 19 -Marin Dinner Meeting 

Aug 24  – Santa Rosa Lunch 
Meeting La Gare Restaurant 

Sept 16 -Marin Dinner Meeting 

Sept 20 – IRS Town Hall Meeting  
Wyndham Hotel in San Jose, 
hosted  by Mission Chapter 

Sept 28  – Mini-Seminar: Winery 
and Vineyard Taxation, 
Morning,  7:45 A.M.-12:00 
P.M., La Gare Restaurant, 
Santa Rosa 

Oct 21 -Marin Dinner Meeting 

Oct 26  – Santa Rosa Lunch 
Meeting La Gare Restaurant 

Nov 15-16 –Wine Country Tax 
Seminar-Rohnert Park 

Jan 17, 2011-Last Chance 
      Seminar 
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SAVE THE DATE: 
 

Tuesday, September 28, 2010 
North Bay Chapter CSEA Mini-Seminar 

 
Topic : 

  Winery and Vineyard Taxation 
Featuring Greg Scott, Partner  

with Price Waterhouse Coopers 
 

4 Hours CPE  
 

Place :  La Gare Restaurant, Railroad 
Square, Santa Rosa, CA 

 
See page 8 for details… From 

 
Pat Beckham, EA 

Mini-Seminar Chair 
 

�
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MESSAGE FROM  
                       THE PRESIDENT  
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Sounds a bit funny, but the CSEA year runs July 
through June. So this is our “new year” and we 
launched ourselves into it with the CSEA Annual 
Meeting. I was glad to see a number of our 
members there and am really sorry others missed 
it. I heard from several non-North Bay people at 
the meeting that two years ago, when the North 
Bay chapter proposed hosting the meeting and the 
board accepted that request, that CSEA knew it 
was in for a treat. The North Bay Chapter is seen 
as one of the top chapters and the expectations 
were pretty high. Then I heard many times that our 
Chapter exceeded their expectations. Sandy 
Danioth-Jones and her army of volunteers simply 
wowed those who attended. Attendance at the 
Members’ Dinner (Saturday night) with EA Idol, 
enlisted almost as many attendees as the Banquet; I 
got the impression it was roughly twice as large as 
anyone remembered. 
 
As an incoming President, there was a lot going on 
for me. In addition to some nice education classes 
and the annual meeting, caucus, and town hall 
meeting, there was a 6-hour Presidents’ Workshop 
to help us get our feet on the ground. (Problem is 
that ground isn’t holding very still!) Then Saturday 
was a full day of committee meetings, and if 
you’ve been involved in organizations like this 
before, you realize that most of the work is done 
by the committees. I’ve got some experience in 
that respect…. 
 
This week I will celebrate my 34th anniversary 
as an employee of Hewlett Packard turned 
Agilent Technologies. As an engineer I’ve worked 
in numerous departments within the company. 
Most recently I serve as the field Metrology 
Manager. (Metrology is the science of 
measurements, dealing with quantifying the 
uncertainties in measurements. It’s mostly ugly 
statistics with double integrals and stuff like that.) 
In that role, my company chose and qualified me 
to represent Agilent on the Board of Directors for 

the National Conference of Standards Laboratories 
International, or NCSLI (ncsli.org if you care).  
Like CSEA, most of the NCSLI work is done in 
the many committees. Our Conference will be the 
end of July and I will have people from my team 
attending from Beijing and Madrid. In each case 
I’ve instructed them to identify which committee 
meetings they will attend and then identify which 
one(s) they will participate on. That is where they 
will get to know the most people, learn the most to 
help in their own development, and make the 
largest contribution. (Several of us are also 
delivering technical papers.) I could say the same 
to each person reading this article about CSEA 
committees. 
 
The NCSLI board meets quarterly, generally 
Sunday night through Wednesday lunch. That 
environment has certainly provided me with an 
education for effective (and occasionally 
ineffective) board meetings. I also have similar 
experiences from serving almost 20 years on the 
board at the church where we worship. One of 
those “best practices” is to have all reports 
distributed to board members in advance, and 
then time is not spent recapping those during the 
board meeting. That face-to-face time is used 
only for discussing issues that require 
interaction. It is my intent to conduct our board 
meetings accordingly. It also helps everyone in the 
Chapter benefit because reports are “distributed” 
by posting them in the forum on our Chapter web 
site. Thus these are available to all members. 
 
Another best practice is to resist spending any 
time discussing anything being presented fresh 
to the board. Without time to consider the issue 
in advance, this can waste a lot of time. What does 
this mean to you? We have open board meetings, 
but if you have an issue you would like to discuss 
at the board meeting I will need information on it 
in advance to distribute to the board members. 
I could fill pages with notes and items that came 
out of the various meetings and conversations at 
the annual meeting. It was exciting for me to meet 
the other Chapter Presidents and I’m quite excited 
about the coming year. But for now let’s just say 
there are exciting opportunities ahead…. 
                 Richard Ogg, EA, President 
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CHAPTER EDUCATION 
Dinner Meeting in Marin 

Thursday, July 15, 2010 
 

Get a first-hand view from an EA who has 
been an audited taxpayer, and also on the 
IRS side of the desk in many audits.  

Welcome Kim Kastl, EA , installed June 24 as 
President of CSEA at the “Grape 
Expectations” Annual Meeting hosted by our 
Chapter in Rohnert Park. 

Kim will present Representation – A 
Perspective From Both Sides of the Desk . 
As a young person, she was one of the first 
workers thoroughly audited for tips. Then, as 
an Office Auditor and Instructor at IRS, she 
audited taxpayers and trained auditors. Now 
in private practice in Hayward, she represents 
taxpayers before IRS and other agencies. 

She will emphasize some new or underused 
techniques available to EAs to defend clients. 
Her handout is an excellent primer of 
representation, sequentially proceeding from 
simple notices to complex court cases. As 
many new auditors are being hired, it is 
important for representatives to be familiar 
with all the procedures. 

Kim will be on hand to field any questions 
about your membership in the state society.   
If you have a specific question about her topic 
or about CSEA, ask, as you register.  Your 
question will be forwarded.  Attend to earn 
one hour of CPE for all agencies. 

Location:  Inn Marin , 250 Entrada Dr, Novato 
(415) 883-5952 
 
Event times : 
4:00 PM ................................Chapter Boar d 
Meeting – all members welcome  
6:00 PM ...............................Networking 
6:45 PM ...............................Dinner 
8:00 PM ...............................Presentation 
9:00 PM ................................Adjournment 

 
Lunch Meeting in Santa Rosa 

Tuesday, July 27, 2010 
 
Many high-income clients know they finally 
have an opportunity to convert a traditional 
IRA to a Roth IRA in 2010. Other clients are 
hearing about the idea of converting. How do 
you advise them? How does that advice 
change with income or asset levels, age, and 
family situation? During next tax season, how 
will you make the choice of when to report the 
income? 
 
Peter Lingane, EA  will explain all the tax 
rules for conversions to Roth IRAs in 2010. 
He will do more than go through the 
mechanics. His talk is titled Converting to a 
Roth IRA: Beyond the Basics . Peter will 
share his analysis of the cost of converting 
from traditional IRAs in 2010 compared to 
later conversions. He will introduce an in-
depth analysis of the risks of conversion. 
 
Peter is a member of the East Bay Chapter, 
CSEA, a CFP® and Registered Investment 
Advisor. He provides financial services as 
Financial Security by Design. Peter is an 
instructor for VITA, and for the SEE 
preparation class in the East Bay. He has 
been well-rated in presentations to our 
Chapter on Roth IRAs and other subjects. 
Your attendance will qualify for one hour of 
CPE for all agencies. 
 
Location:  La Gare Restaurant , 208 Wilson 
Street, Santa Rosa, phone (707) 528-4355. It 
is one block south of our former location, 
Josef’s Restaurant. 
 
Event times : 
11:45 AM ……………………....Networking  
12:00 PM ………………..………..… Lunch 
12:45 PM …..…..Educational Presentation 
1:45 PM ................................Adjournment 
�
�
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OFFICERS and DIRE CTORS                                                                  
President  
Richard Ogg, EA  
[707] 544-5732; Fax: (866) 649-8853                                         
Richard@themasterstaxservice.com  
 
Vice-President : 
Dorothy (Dot) Clark, EA 
[415] 883-1933; Fax 883-0240 
belmarintax@att.net  
 
Secretary:  
Margaret Hadden, EA 
[707] 577-7423; Fax: 577-7412 
mfhadden@gmail.com  
 
Treasurer:  
Barbara Sullivan, EA     
(415) 459-7687 
bas7687@sbcglobal.net  
   
Immediate Past President:  
Raven Deerwater, EA, PhD 
[707] 937-1099; Fax: 937-1075 
raven@taxpractitioner.com  
 
Directors through June 2011:  
 
Michelle D Whipple, EA 
[415] 459-6966; Fax 459-7980 
michelle@whipplecpa.com  
 
Leslie Regan-Warner, EA 
(707)546-8489 
srleslie@sonic.net  
 
Directors through June 2012 : 
 
Janelle Ogg, EA 
[707] 544-5732; Fax: [866] 849-8853 
Janelle@themasterstaxservice.com  
 
Doug Pickford, EA 
(707)773-0255 Fax: (707)773-3360 
taxexp@msn.com  
 
CSEA Director:  
Gary Anspach, EA 
[415] 457-5780 x6; Fax 457-5925 
gary@anspachfinancialgroup.com  
 
Editor : Mary-Ann Scheuer, EA  
[707] 545-7306 
mascheuerea@att.net  
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The North Bay Chapter, CSEA  

Welcomes  
the following new Professional Associates: 

 
Ashley Bardella – Sebastopol, CA 

Michael Dallas – Eureka, CA 
Charles Ferris – Occidental, CA 

Yenny Garcia-Torres – Sebastopol, CA 
Maria Moscoso – San Rafael, CA 

Lynne Thompson – Cloverdale, CA 
David Watson – Windsor, CA 

 

Wine Country Seminar 2010 
22nd Annual Wine Country Seminar - November 15th and 16t h, 
2010. The Seminar will be held at Rohnert Park Community Center,  
5401 Snyder Lane, which is off Rohnert Park Expressway. 
 
This year we will have a two hour presentation of Business Law for Tax 
Professionals with Frank Acuña, Esq , A four hour presentation 
on Estate and Trusts -Surviving the File Box of Doom! presented by 
Duncan Sandiland EA,CFP ®, CLU, MSFS, etc .  A Two hour 
presentation, topic and presenter to be announced, followed by an 
evening two-hour session of Ethics on the first day and a Federal and 
California Update on the second day which will be presented by Tom 
Daley, CPA, JD and Gary Mc Bride, CPA, JD. The Ethics class is 
included in the full two day registration. Early registration prices are 
available through August 31, 2010. 
 
We will post current information on our website and you may register at 
www.NorthBayEA.org . If you would like additional information you may 
contact us at WineCountryChair@NorthBayEA .org,  or to 
WineCountryRegistrar@NorthBayEA.org . 
***********************************************************************************  

Assistance Needed at Upcoming IRS Tax Forums 
�

     Are you planning to attend one of the upcoming IRS Tax 
Forums in Las Vegas (August 24 – 26) or San Diego (August 
31- September 2)?  CSEA is jointly sponsoring a booth with 
NAEA at both Forums and volunteers are needed to assist at 
the booth during the breaks.  This is an excellent opportunity for 
us to meet people interested in becoming Enrolled Agents and 
guide them to the resources they need.  If you can offer an hour 
of your time, you will have a very rewarding experience while 
performing a valuable service for your professional 
organizations.  Please contact Cary M. Steward at CSEA and 
let her know that you would like to help: (916) 366-6646; 
csteward@csea.org            …..  Jackie Thomson, EA, CFP ®                   
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The first meetings of the 2010-2011 fiscal year took 
place following the very successful CSEA Annual 
Meeting hosted by the North Bay Chapter  in Rohnert 
Park. The highlights  from the CSEA Board of 
Directors and CSEA Committee meetings were: 
 
 - Cathy Apker, CSEA Executive Vice President 
(EVP) announced her retirement .  The CSEA 
Executive Committee (CSEA Officers plus two at-large 
CSEA Directors elected by the Board) will serve as 
the Executive Search Committee.  The at-large 
Directors elected are Paul Cheatham, EA and Gary 
Anspach, EA .  President Kim Kastl, EA has also 
appointed CSEA Past Presidents Irene Lawrence, EA 
and Lonnie Gary, EA to join the Executive Search 
Committee.  We expect have a new EVP by the end 
of January, 2011. 
 
- A new CSEA logo was approved  by the Board 
and will be in use as soon as possible.   
 
-The emphasis for all committees and the Board is 
on proactive responses to the new  tax preparer 
regulations  soon to be released and related issues 
such as the potential name change for Enrolled 
Agents, with close attention to how these changes will 
impact our members and potential new members 
 
 - There will be visits to state legislators in their 
District Offices  this summer.  If you have any interest 
in participating in a visit to your local state legislators, 
contact Jim Wright, EA, North Bay Legislative 
Chair  jowjr@aol.com . 
 
Other North Bay Members serving  in leadership 
roles at CSEA are:  
Raven Deerwater EA, PhD , CSEA Second Vice 
President  
 
CSEA Nominating Committee 
Jackie Thomson, EA and Margy Dunn, EA 
 
CSEA Committee Chairs: 
Sandy Danioth-Jones, EA , CSEA Membership and 
Chapter Development Committee 
Margy Dunn, EA , CSEA PEPCO (Professional 
Education and Production Committee) 
Gary Anspach, EA , CSEA, Legislative Affairs 
Committee  
                             
Gary Anspach, EA,   
North Bay Chapter Director, CSEA                                 
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Jayme Gallenson, EA and Rob Janes, EA 
attended the Practitioner Liaison Meeting (PLM) 
in Oakland in June. This is an occasional column 
with tips learned from this series of meetings. We 
hope they assist your practice and are another 
benefit of your membership. 
  
1. What happens when you or your client asks 

for assistance from the Taxpayer Advocate 
Service (TAS) within IRS? As we learned 
from Tiffany Todaro , local Taxpayer 
Advocate, “Every IRS function [department] 
has the ability to relieve a hardship, whether 
that is releasing a levy or sending a refund.  
We don’t fix your problem ourselves.  We 
send a referral to the function.  The 
philosophy of the National Taxpayer 
Advocate is: ‘if the IRS broke it, the IRS 
should fix it.  They won’t learn from their 
mistakes unless we point them out.’ 
Therefore, you will typically get the problem 
fixed faster if you go through a management 
person in the original IRS function.”  

 
2. Between this meeting and the IRS Phone 

Forum on Powers of Attorney, we learned 
that the recent delays in processing of Powers 
of Attorney (Form 2848) should be 
temporary. By about July 12, they should be 
posted to the Central Authorization File 
(CAF) 72 hours after the time the time you 
fax it. There is no need nor advantage to 
faxing or mailing Forms 2848 to various 
locations.  

If you have problems with IRS, and believe it 
may be a systemic issue, please assist yourself 
and your fellow tax pros. Contact both Rob as 
your representative and Jayme as the Chair of the 
meeting for the Bay Area, using 
IRSGateway@NorthBayEA.org. Please identify 
the subject of your email as something like 
“North Bay CSEA - IRS problem” rather than the 
particular problem you are experiencing. 
 
                                                 Rob Janes, EA                   
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The North Bay Chapter had the top 2 contestants  (out of 6) in 
the EA Idol Competition held at the Member Dinner on Saturday, 
June 26, 2010. Cindy Brillhart-True, EA came in 2nd place  with 
her musical number "Arthur in the Afternoon", and Raven 
Deerwater, EA won the competition  with his humorous 
monologue, "The CSEA Board Meeting." 
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16th Annual Tax Practitioner/ 
IRS Town Hall Meeting 

 
The Annual Town Hall Seminar will be held at  

Wyndham Hotel in San Jose,  
Hosted by  

Mission Chapter, CSEA, on 
  

Monday, September 20, 2010. 
 

Topics this year are as follows: 
 

Appeals (Collection) 
What’s new in IRS and FTB Audits 

EDD- What’s New 
BOE Sales and Use Tax Reporting Requirements 

TIGTA 
Affordable Care Act, Hiring Incentives to Restore Employment and 

Other Hot Topics 
 

  Registration is $150 for seven hours of CPE credit, 
includes continental breakfast, lunch and refreshments. 

 
 

$ 125 Early Bird registration on or before 
September 1, 2010.   

 
Look for flyer for 123 sign up information.   

You can also follow this on twitter.com 
search townhallmeeting
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